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I,-—Forz1an Poxrrics. | 
Tar Sahachar, of the 27th March, says that the Amir of Afghanistan 


The Amir of Afghanistan. 


fom it. The Government should also refuse to grant the Amir's request to 
send an ambassadar to him. oi 

9, The same paper says that, in view of the disturbances constantly 
made by the wild tribes residing in the fron- 
tiers of the Indian Empire, the Government of 
India should make up its mind to come once for all to some definite under- 
standing with respect to these tribes. It should occupy and annex the 
territories of those tribes who live in the immediate vicinity of the Indian 
Zmpire, and invite and encourage the Amir of Afghanistan and the Emperor 
of China, respectively, to establish their authority over the remoter tribes. 
The Amir is anxious to establish his supremacy over some of the tribes in 
the north-west frontier of India, and Government should not stand in his 
way in the matter. ; 

The next question is, how to govern the tribes who will be thus brought 
under the control of Government? The poverty of these tribes will stand 
in the way of the establishment of a costly administrative system in their 
country. The best thing which Government could do for their government 
would therefore be to appoint the representatives of the old royal families of 
Qudh, Mysore, and Delhi as Governors over them, with instructions not to 
supersede the forms of government which they may find existing among them. 
By this means the wild tribes will be effectually kept under control, and 
administrative expensiveness will be avoided. It was thus that Akbar and 
Jehangir utilised the services of Princes of Rajput blood in governing the remote 
provinces of their Empire. And it is a fact that in their time, and especially 
in that of Akbar, frontier disturbances were not heard of so often as at 
that present. : , 


The frontier tribes. 


The Indians in Zanzibar. 


in Parliament that the Indians residing in 
Zanzibar are entitled to no compensation for the loss they have suffered in 
thewar carried on there by Germany, remarks that the Secretary of State 
would have thought differently if the Germans had been Lushais. The sense 
of justice of the Indian authorities is indeed of a very strange character. 


Il.—Homz ApMINISTRATION. 
4. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 80th March, says that 


The chowkidars of Rukani, in the 
‘tet of Furreedpore. 


a village in the Goalundo sub-division of the 
Furreedpore district, but the police have been 
And yet the Sub-divisional Officer of Goalundo 
4%’ recommended an increase in the salariesof the inefficient local chowki- 


‘ar, The inhabitants of the village are very poor, and they can ill-afford to 


ny the increased chowkidari tax required to meet the proposed increase in 
* pay of the chowkidars, 


(b)— Working of the Courts. eeelia 


Unable to trace the thieves. 


Lakhrajdars in th 
Deputy Collector of Burdwan’ “2? 


who are coming to the Court of the Deputy 
Collector of Burdwan to file returns of their 


SAHACHAR, 
will shortly go to Kandahar, and the Govern- March 27th, 1880. 


ment of India should give him distinctly to 
understand that if he invites a quarrel with Russia be will receive no help 


SAHACHAR. 


8. The Surabhé o Patakd, of the 28th March, referring to the declas sunssmo Parana, 
ration made by the Secretary of State for India March 28th, 18«9. 


: BanGabasl, 
several thefts have been committed at Rukani, “> 10. 


0 A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 26th March, Bvzowax sanstvam, 
complains that owners of petty lakhraj estates =~» 26th, 1880, 
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tes are being subjected to oppression. Recently one of these own 

ra a fellow-villager for the purpose of his identification, But the 
Deputy Collector refused to recognise the fellow-villager as a fit man t 
identify him, and required him to produce a mukhtear for his identification, 
He was thus compelled to pay four annas toa gachtala mukhtear, who idep. 
tified him for that consideration. But is identification by such mukhtear, 
more satisfactory than identification by fellow-villagers? These _ pro- 
prietors have to spend 10 or 12 annas in coming to Burdwan. They hare 
also to pay 2 annas to the writer who fills up the returns. And it is unjg 
to put them to further expense. Where, again, is the need of requiring thes 
proprietors to file returns of their estates when it is certain that their estates 
will be included in the talukdars’ returns? It is to be hoped that the 
Deputy Collector will put a stop to this practice. 


Saiasines 6. The Burdwan correspondent of the Sahachar, of the 27th March, 
March 27th, 1889. says that much inconvenience is felt by suitors 
FO geal ccimaecsns Judge and witnesses in the Subordinate Judge’s Court 

at Burdwan in consequence of a heavy accu. 

mulation of arrears in that Court, and asks the authorities to send a 


additional Subordinate Judge to Burdwan. 


Daunx o SaMACHAR 7. The Dainik o Samachar Chandrika, of the 28th March, takes excep. 


icy tion tothe proceedings of Mr. Phillips, the 


Mr. Phillips, Magistrate of Raj- 


shahve. Magistrate of Rajshanye, in a case in which 

one Uma Baishnavi was charged with having 
given false information to the police. The case was instituted in the Court 
of Baboo Akshaya Kumar Mukerji, but was transferred by order of the 


Magistrate to the file of Baboo Barada Prasad Ganguli, who sentenced her 
to one month’s imprisonment. The Baishnavi preferred an appeal to the 
Magistrate, who rejected her application without even reading the papers of 
the case. She next appealed to the High Court, which called for an explana- 
tion from the Magistrate. Mr. Phillips submitted his explanation a short 
time before the expiration of Uma’s term of imprisonment, and the explana- 
tion is not satisfactory. Its perusal creates the impression that the Magu- 
trate wanted that Uma should undergo the full term of her imprisonment, 
and that he entertains no respect for the decision of the High Court 


Mr. Phillips ought to be taught a lesson, and Sir Steuart Bayley is requested 
to look to the matter. 


Sanstvant, 8. The Sanjtvant, of the 30th March, refers to the case of Sarfara 


March 30th, 1889, ; a 
European and native offenders in Khan, who struck Mr. Sweeting, his 0 


the Todlem ecunte. master, with a stick, and who was sentenced 
by the Judge of Derajat to undergo transport 
ation for life, and whose sentence has been reduced to seven years 
imprisonment by the Allahabad High Court on appeal, and remarks that, 
although the evidence against Sarfaraz Khan was of a purely circumstaD 
nature, still he has been convicted and sentenced to undergo imprisonmen! 
for seven years for the trifling offence of striking his master with a & 
The writer has no sympathy with a servant who behaves ungratefully towards 
his master, but he will nevertheless say that the sentence passed upon Sarfarsd 
has been a most severe and unjust one. The other day the Judges of the 
Allahabad High Court sentenced Private Arthur Reynolds to thre 
months’ imprisonment for shooting at Mohan Singh, and that very Ooutt 
has now sentenced Sarfaraz Khan to seven years’ imprisonment for § 
Mr. Sweeting with a stick! Such unequal treatment of pasa 0 aod | 
aap em ie me eg as the country is shaking the confi soa be 
jpeople in the English administration of justice, and is a disgrace ¥ 
English administration inIndia, = ne ee | 


a fe, vs avr we SFOS Se EOC 
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e same paper says that one Dada Alu and his wife were 

_* a aie ed with murder. The jurors passed a 

rial by Jury: verdict of not guilty, but Mr. Easton, the 
Judge of Ahmedabad, being of a different opinion, referred the case to the 
Bombay High Court. Mr. Justice Jardine came to the conclusion that 
both the accused persons were innocent, but Mr. Justice Candy was of 
opinion that the husband was guilty, and was for passing upon him the 
extreme penalty of the law. The case was referred to Sir Charles Sargeant, 
the Chief Justice, who acquitted the woman, and sentenced Dada Alu to 
transportation for life. ; 

Seven jurors pronounced Dada Alu innocent, but the Judge sentenced 
him tc be hanged, and the High Court next sentenced him to transportation 
for life. And so if there had been a higher tribunal than the High Court, 
it is probable that Dada Alu would have been acquitted! How long will 
such judicial scandals be heard of? A Judge acting against the verdict of 
seven jurors is a thing only possible in India: such a thing would not have 
been tolerated in any other country. What necessity is there for the jury 
system if the verdict of the majority of jurors is not to be accepted? 

10. The Som Prakdsh, of the lst April, says that young Deputy 

Magistrates are mere puppets in the hands of 
Fag ed rn courts of young their Sheristadars. The writer knows of a 
puty Magistrates. ° ° , ° ° 
case in which a Sheristadar misappropriated 
the stamp affixed to a petition, and when this was discovered, managed to 
ecape by hushing up the matter, This Sheristadar has played many 
pranks, and yet he is the right hand man of a Deputy Magistrate. 


(d)—Hducation. 


ll. The Dacca Prakash, of the 3lst March, says that portions of 


some of the text-books selected for the Dacca 
goiue text-books for the Dacca Qircle are extremely repugnant to Hindu 
| notions, and are therefore unsuitable for Hindu 
boys. But those who have selected the text-books in question have ve 
considerately directed that the objectionable portions are not to be read. 
But the books are being sold with their offensive parts left intact ;. and as 
everyone feels irresistibly tempted to do precisely that which he is- forbidden 
to do, much evil is likely to result from the sale of these books. The school 
authorities and the guardians of the students should see that the students 


do not purchase books whose objectionable portions have not been 
expurgated. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


12. The Chdruvdrtd, of the 25th March, says that of the one lakh 
and fifty thousand rupees required to com- 
plete the water-works in the Mymensingh 
Municipality, one lakh and ten thousand has 
been raised from local sources, and forty thousand rupees are still wanted. 

en so large an amount has been locally raised, it is hoped that Govern- 
ment will remove a long-felt want of the people of Mymensingh by con- 
inbuting the remaining 40 thousand rupees. 

13. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 26th March, says that the 
on | Calcutta Municipality has to construct many 
pal Board, 2 the Calcutta Munici- costly works, and it is Engineers who best 
a understand such works. And as nota single 
senor bas been returned under the late election, Government ought to 

ve nominated a few Engineers to the Municipal Board. It has, indeed, 


inet works in the town of Mymen- 


SANJIVANT, 
March 30th, 1889, 


Som PRAKASH, 
April Ist, 1889. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
March 31st, 1889. 


SaHaCHaR, 
March 27th, 1889. 


SURABHI O PaTAKA, 
March 2th, 1889. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
April lst, 1889, 


CHARUVARTA, 
- March 25th, 1889, 


SURABHI © PaTaKa, 
March 28th, 1889, 
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nominated one Engineer, Mr. Neil. But one Engineer will not be enough, 
One or two native Engineers shoald have been nominated. 
14, The Sahachar, of the 27th March, says that when the amalgam. 


tion of the Suburban Municipality with th. 
, Cy na = yy of the Calcutta Municipality was talked of, the 


people of the Suburbs felt quite panic-struc 
But the writer heard that proposal with pleasure. But since the paggip 


of the Calcutta Municipal Act, the writer's pleasurable feeling has entirely 
vanished. The sanitary provisions of that Act, if enforced, _will compel 4 
good many middle class people to fly from the town. Sanitation is a good 
thing no doubt. But people must have first to eat, and then they can bg 
asked to observe the laws of sanitation. The remark so often made against 
the Congress that it wants to do in a day the work which can be done in fifty 
years applies to the sanitary provisions of the new Act. That Act wil 
have to be soon changed. Sir Steuart Bayley should look to the matter, 
15. The Surabhi o Patdkd, of the 28th March, says that five Mussul. 
| mans, four Huropeans, three Hindus, ty 
‘Mussulman nominees for the Cal- Parsis, and one Jew have been nominated b 
ane ne Government as Commissioners of the Calcutta 
Municipality. This is one illustration of the policy of partiality to the 
Mussulmans, which is now being followed by the English Government, The 
writer has no objection to the presence of a large number of Mussulmans 
in the Municipal Council. But he fears that they will only swell the ranks 
of ap-ke-wastes in the Municipal Board. 


16. The Dacca Gazette, of the 1st April, says that the Hindus form 
i 62°6 per cent. of the population of Calcutta 
ieee and and its Suburbs, while the Mussulmans form 


o2°2 per cent., and the Christians only 44 
per cent. of that population. Such being the case, the number of Hindu 


Commissioners ought to have been at least 50. But although the actual 
number of Hindu Commissioners is only 38, and that of Christian Commis- 
sioners is 23 or 24, or nearly one-third of the entire ‘number of Commi 
sioners, the anti-Bengali Hnglishman newspaper, like a person possessed by 
a malignant spirit, is furiously crying out against the unduly large propor- 
tion of Hindu Commissioners on the new Municipal Board. The Englishman 
also says that the number of Mahomedan Commissioners ought to 
have been larger. But though the Mahomedan population is large, the 
number of voters among them is small. Indeed, if the number of represet- 
tatives of the several communities on the Municipal Board were deter- 
mined hy the number of voters among them respectively, three-fourths of 
the entire number of Commissioners would be Hindus. What the 
Englishman really desires is that the municipal law should be gradually 9% 


amended that none but Englishmen may become Municipal Commissioners. 
(y)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


17, The Chdruvdrid, of the 25th March, refers to several railway 
The Dacea-Mymensingh Railway. accidents on the Dacca-Mymensingh Railway, 


and says that within 10 days three persons 
have been run over by railway trains. A large number of cattle have 


been crushed to death under railway trains. The Railway authorities are 
therefore requested to 


revent such accidents b ting wire fence 
on both sides of their 8 ; Sore 


18. A correspondent of the Surabhi o Patdkd, of the 28th Marcb, 


ailway griey : says that the Railway Companies which have 
end thelr colrece ns te ativan opened railways here a > sake of profit 


and not for benefiting the people, care vy 
little to put an end to those oppressions on their lines which. ame not. likely 
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e them any pecuniary loss. They know well that the natives must 
. ‘heir railways, Lanever great the oppressions to which they may be 
subjected in doing 80. , eS 

The correspondent then complains that on one occasion, within his 
bnowledge, the railway servants took no notice of the entry of some male 
assepgers into a female compartment of a trajn running on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway, and that on another occasion a train which was to take 
assengers at Hooghly at 9 p.m. went away to Naihati with mails only 
nd Without stopping to take passengers, and returned one hour after to 
take passengers, thereby causing great inconvenience to many of the 

t. 

. 19. A correspondent of the Grdmbdst, of the 28th March, says that 
ponds in the Uluberiah sub-division the road from Thalia to Jhigra in the 
of the Howrah district. Uluberiah sub-division is in a very bad condi- 
tion, and is in want of repair. The following roads should also be repaired 
by the District Board under its own superintendence:—The road near 
Kulia, the road from Fatepur to Sonamui wd Odang, the road from 
Bignan Khalor to Ghoraghata, the road from Kantapore to Rasti od 
Najarpore, the road from the south of the Baghaberghat to the road near 
Nuntia 774 Masame Baidyanathpore, the road from Nuntiahat to Benapore- 
shat oi¢ Bhunara Khanjadapore, the road from Shampore Jhumjhumi to 
Khamberhat, and the road from Gujrat to Gartali. 

The District Board proposes to construct a wide road from Uluberia to 
Shampore. But it should widen the road from Shampore to Bagnan. This 
road is a very important one, and the traffic on it will suffer so long as it is not 
widened and thoroughly repaired. But it is not in the power of the Local 
Board to do this. The District Board is also requested to widen the road 
fom Makrapathar to the Bagnan Khadinanghat o7@ Shampore, and the road 
commencing on the opposite side of the gh&t and going as far as Fatepore 
ié Bangalpore Agunsi. If this is done, there will be a good road from 
Makrapathar to Bagnan. : 

20. The Som Prakash, of the lst April, says that there is great mis- 

Mimanagement in two railway Management in the two railway steamers 
eeuees plying between Diamond Harbour and Gewan- 
khali and Gewankhali and Tumlook, respectively. There are only two classes 
in the steamers. The first and second class railway pasgengers are 
accommodated in the first class, and the third and intermediate class railway 
pasengers are accommodated in the second class. But though the number 
of intermediate class railway passengers is by far the largest, the accom- 
modation in the second class of the steamers is much less than that in the 
ist class, For this reason intermediate class passengers have to stand in 
tesun with third class passengers. On the 18th March last, the writer, 
mitt two other persons, came from Diamond Harbour to Gewankhali in the 
lamer which plies between these places. The khalasi who came to collect 
ares did not take fares from them. On going to the steamer that goes to 

unlook they informed the serang of this. But the serang got angry, and 
ied to make out that they themselves had been guilty of cheating. Upon 

8 they returned to the other steamer and recorded the matter in the 

ompany’s book of complaints. The Railway authorities should enquire. 


(h)—— General. 


21. The Chéruvdrtdé, of the 25th March, thanks Dr. Gregg for his 


ene Sanitary Circulars, and hopes that the direc- 
of ts money Cpppiee tions contained in them for the improvement 
Public health will be attended to by all Municipal authorities. 


Som PrakasH, 
April ist, 1889. 
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SamAcual, 22. The Sahkackar, of the 27th March, has the following op the 


March 27th, 1880. biect of the extension of th 
The English Factory Law in India. lew L India :— . ' — Factory 


Both the Government and the people of India are strongly Opposed 
to the extension of these laws to India. And the two most irrefutah, 
arguments that can be urged against the extension are— 


(1) that as the population of India has greatly increased of late 
years, agriculture alone will not maintain the country, ana 
Government is therefore under the necessity of encouraging 
manufacturing industry in India; and : 

(2) that as Government has already sacrificed a large amount of 
revenue for the sake of the merchants of Manchester, jt 
cannot be fairly asked to make a further sacrifice on their 
account. It is hoped that, in protesting against the ney 
demand of Manchester, the Government of India will not 
fail to make use of these arguments. 


If wealthy England cannot sacrifice the revenue she derives from the 
duty levied on gold and silver articles, it will surely be most unjust to call 
upon poor India to make a further sacrifice in her interest. The proposal of 
the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, if granted, will mean the absolute ruin 
of the cloth manufacture of India. And the question is, will the English 
Ministry allow this to be done in spite of the protest of the Government and 

cae the people of this country P 
SURABHI O PaTaKa, 23. The Surabhi o Patakd, of the 28th March, says that the reforms 
March 28th, 1689. he Conservative Ministry andre- inthe Legislative Councils recommended by 
formsin the {ndian LegislativeCouncils. J,ord Dufferin fall far short of the wishes of the 
Indian people. If the present Ministry cannot concede those reforms, they 
will clearly prove themselves incapable of following a generous policy and 
will produce a storm of discontent in India, which, combined with the dis- 
turbances in Ireland, will be sufficient to cause their overthrow. 
SURABH! 0 PaTAKa. 24. The same paper says that the division of the Military Accounts 
Office into an Eastern and a Western Branch, 
and the announcement that they are both for 
the present toremain in their present office premises, seem to indicate that 
these offices will be removed in future to places in the east and west of 
India, respectively. But it is not easy to see what good will be gained by 
the removal of these offices. Executive Military offices in the western part 
of India may be helpful in the maintenance of the frontier defences. 
But the location of both Military Executive and Military Accounts Offices 
at the same place will increase the chances of a falsification of the 
accounts. It may be argued that there is now delay in the receipt 
of accounts from Peshawur, and there will be again of two or three 
days if the Western Branch of the Military Accounts Office is removed to 
some place in the western part of India. But under the proposed arraog® 
ment there will be delay in the arrival of accounts from Burmah in the 
western part of India. The continuance of the Hastern Branch in 
will not be therefore in any way disadvantageous. ed 
While the removal of the Western Branch of the office to the wester 
part of India will not, as has been shown above, result in any appreciable 
good to Government, it will be a source of great hardship to the clerks ea 
ployed in that branch, the majority of whom do not receive more than Ks. 
a month, and have to maintain from 10 to 12 souls on that small income 
And so small an income will be insufficient for the maintenance of so ™80Y 
persons in a distant place. As, however, the removal of the Western Braoc 
to the western part of India has been determined upon, it should be se 


The Military Accounts Office. 
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that the removal is made to a place which is healthy, and where provisions 
are cheap. Meerut, Allahabad, and Lucknow are places of this kind, and the 
removal of the Western Branch to any of these places will enable poor 
clerks on Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 to save and send home Rs. 10 or. Rs. 15.every 
month—a sum which will enable their families to keep body and soul 
together somehow or other. The Government should give its best attention 
to the subject, and the Viceroy, it is hoped, will favourably consider the case 
of these poor clerks. : . 
95. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 29th March, is sorry that a son of 
Mr. Moreno, the late Registrar of the Bengal 
An sppointment in the Office of the Secretariat, has been appointed in the place of 
wepcumanares Baboo Saradaprasad Chatterjea, in the Office 
of the Board of Revenue, in supersession of the claims of the employés of 
that office. What will become of the poor clerks who have no patrons if 
the Secretaries and the higher clerks go on providing for their protegés in 
this manner? Will not the Lieutenant-Governor look to these matters P 
26. The Sanjtvan?, of the 80th March, says that, on the occasion of 
the discussion of the budget, Sir David 
Sir David Barbour on the excise “Barbour made an unsuccessful attempt to vindi- 
BR cate the excise policy of Government. He 
wid that the consumption of ganja has decreased, but the revenue from 
ganja has increased. He did not, however, make any statement regarding the 
extent of the consumption of Jiquor, and he was unable to prove that 
Government has not helped in the consumption of liquor in order to increase 
its liquor revenue. It is very strange that, in the face of so strong an agitation 
throughout the country against the liquor traffic, Sir David was silent about 
the amount of revenue derived from the sale of liquor and the extent of its 
consumption. 
27. The same paper takes exception to the rumoured creation of a 
post of Iixcise Commissioner for Bengal. 
Band ? Commissionership for Such a post will be an excellent provision for 
a Civilian, but its creation will not look well 
in these days of so-called retrenchment of expenditure. It is, indeed, 
difficult to understand Government’s policy. 
28. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 30th March, says that it is of 
the Budget no use discussing the budget in the Viceregal 
Council or publishing it in the official gazette 
vhen there is no intention on the part of Government to make any altera- 
lon whatever in it at the suggestion of the public. Since the Financial 
Member's arrangements are intended to be absolute, the public have no real 
lerest in knowing what arrangements he makes. 
29. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 8lst March, 
. 3 complains that those who go to register docu- 
Ofice, “Munshigunge Sub-Registry ments at the Munshigunge Sub-Registry 
Office are compelled to give bribes to the 
durwan and the amla, that deeds are not registered without being returned 
otce or twice, and that folio-fees have to-be paid on almost all documents. 
at such oppression is committed is because the Sub-Registry Office has 
0 located in an out-of-the-way place. The Sub-Registrar does nothing 
put an end to this oppression. The higher authorities are therefore 
requested to look to the matter. 
80. The Navavibhdkar: Sddhdrant, of the Ist April, says that the 
The Budget, discussion of the budget in the Council every 
year henceforward will not do the country 


“ty Very great good. But it will be of some use.as an improvement on the 
"Xisting system, . . | | 


Praja BaNDHU, 
March 29th, 1889. 


SANJIVANI, 
March 30th, 1889. 


SANJIVANI. 


SamMvaD PRABHAKAR, 
March 30th, 1889, 


Dacca PRakaSH, 
March 8lst, 1889. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR 
SaDHARANr, 


April lst, 1889. 
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The surplus which has been made to appear in the budget of this year 
is in reality fallacious. It is due to the inclusion of the Provincial gop. 
tribution of Rs. 64,08,000 in the income sheet, and its omission will there. 
fore result in a deficit instead of a surplus. By taking this sum thp 
Government of India has made the Provincial Governments so much the 

oorer, and those Governments must recoup their loss by fresh taxation. 
Rhus the assurance of the Imperial Government that there will be n, 
fresh taxation will bring little comfort or consolation to the people. 

Rajah Durgacharan Laha deserves to be thanked for his bold eXpo- 
sure of the real nature of the surplus shown in the budget. 

But the Rajah has seriously erred on one point. According to him, 
the income-tax is felt to be a hardship, but the salt duty is not, and of the 
two it is the former which Government should first think of abolishing, 
It is true that the income-tax weighs heavily upon the people, but this is 
so because the minimum assessable income is Rs. 500, and assessments are 
made in an improper manner. Raise the minimum and assess fairly, and 
the tax becomes perfectly. unobjectionable. But it is otherwise with 
the salt tax. The rich do not feel its pressure, but it is keenly felt by the 
poor, whose number is by far the largest, and who require more salt than 
rich people, because they have nothing else to season their food with. Thus 
in proportion to their respective incomes, the poor have to pay a higher. rate 
of tax than the rich, and this is very unjust. And not even the beggar is 
exempt from this salt tax. The fact that Rajah Piyarimohan Mukerjea 
also contended in the Council last year that the salt tax is no hardship at 
all to any one, probably means that this view of the salt tax is a cardinal 
point in the fiscal policy, which it is the interest of the British Indian 
Association to advocate. But the impropriety of the salt tax was demon-| 
strated long ago, and it is to be hoped that Government will abolish this tax 


at the first re 


Rajah Durgacharan Laha is interested in the abolition of the income- 
tax, and it is therefore no wonder that he should advise Government to make 
its abolition practicable by increasing the salt tax. Syud Amir Hossen’s 
proposal that the minimum assessable income should be raised to Rs. 1,000 
is perhaps the best that could be made on this subject. 

Som PRaxasa, 31. The Som Prakash, of the Ist April, says that the periodical out- 
April Ist, 1889, ORL ee om of — in A 24-Pergunnabs 
. The Sukshmabati and the Lajjabati district, are due to the silting up of the rivers 
iver io theditciot of SPorguaaehe. 5-1 1 chat! aod Laijebati, in the disteist a 
24-Pergunnahs, which is the reason why the marshes in that district remain 
full of water throughout the year, to the great injury of the health of the 
surrounding tracts. Government twice made surveys for the purpose of the 
re-excavation of those rivers, but did not undertake the work from financial F 
considerations. It will be a matter of great regret, however, if Govero- 
ment, which is wasting money in s0 many directions, does not spend 
money for the re-excavation of these rivers. It is hoped that Sir Steuart 
Bayley will lay the people under eternal obligation by re-excavating them. 
BauvaD PRARHAKAR 32. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 2nd April, thanks the Secretary 
Diane re of State for India, Lord Dufferin, and 
Lansdowne for the reforms introduced in the 
Viceregal Council on the lines suggested by the National Congress. The 
permission given by the authorities to discuss the budget every year, and the 
introduction of the practice of interpellation, will not cover the whole of 
the Congress programme of reform. But they are valuable enough in them- 
selves, and have earned for Lord Lansdowne the gratitude of the country. 

Lord Lansdowne is requested to let the country know how the question 

of the reorganisation of tke Provincial Councils now stands, 
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83, The Dainik o Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the $rd April, says that, pamo Ssmacmae 
| came on the occasion of the discussion of the budget, 4.11 ra, 1889. 
“The debate on the budget, the Member for the Public Works Department 
wid that all possible reduction of expenditure was being effected in the 
directions indicated by the Secretary of State, and that fewer Cooper's Hill men 
we now being taken than before. He also stated that old Public Works 
Fogineers are being pensioned off. The writer has no accurate statement 
before him to sbow to what extent the importation of Cooper’s Hill men has 
‘ecreased. But Cooper’s Hill Engineers are still met with all over the country, 
ind though many of them have no work to do, they are maintained on the 
plea of being employed in doing some work or other. There is no good in 
pensioning away officers before their tine. The.services of men who have . 
30 work to do should be dispensed with, which is, as a matter of fact, done = 
il countries except India. : 

There has been no reduction in the expenditure on public works. The 
eduction in the. expenditure on roads is counterbalanced by the increase in 
the expenditure on railways and canals. Railways have done no miraculous 
ood to this country, and canals, even in the opinion of many Engineers, 
we not an unmixed good. Sir Charles Elliott has tried to console the public 
by holding out hopes of future profit from the canals; but there is no 
knowing when the canals will even pay the interest of the money which 
has been, or will be expended upon their construction. Railways will have 
tobe extended in deference to the wishes of the English merchants; but 
there is as little chance of profit from railways as from canals. The extension 
of railways will add to India’s debts, which are already heavy enough to 
muse anxiety to the Indians. 

There is no hope that the income-tax will be even reduced. Syud 
Amir Hossein’s proposal that 1,000 rupees should be fixed as the minimum 
usessable income has been rejected. The Finance Member isof opinion that 
the Indians have not to make much expense, and they are therefore well able 
pay the income tax if they have an income of Rs. 500. But does Sir 
David Barbour really think that an Englishman, with an annual income of - 
ss than 1,500 rupees, is worse off than an Indian with an annual income of 
lesthan 500 rupees? If not, would he rid the Indians of their money because 
they are thrifty, and because they donot, like Englishmen, waste all their 
money in eating and drinking P It would be impossible to entertain any 
respect for the man who would do so. 

__ The assessment of the income tax is often characterised by gross 
injustice, That there is no loud clamour against the tax is simply because 
the Indians are weak and loyal. But because they do not cry or clamour, 
Nshould not be thought that the tax is not painful to them. Sir David is | 
tn old Civilian, and he knows well what the condition of the people-is. That 
te is also not without independence is clearly shown by his minute of dissent 
fom the Education Commissioners’ Report. It is therefore difficult to — 
understand why he has followed such a course in the matter of the income 
‘x, Lord Lansdowne being a new Viceroy, Sir. David should have led him 
tlong the right path. 

Sir David wants to borrow money in England: but itis better to borrow 
tte, There will be no exchange difficulty in connection with an Indian 
an, and the interest of. an Indian loan will be money which will remainin 

Ne country instead of going elsewhere. 


IV.—Native Srarzs. 


34. Referring to the serious allegations made against.the Maharaja _C=sovarn, 
eid of Cashmere, and the prompt arrival of Colonel“ '"* 
able | Nisbet at Calcutta’ with the alleged treason- 
eters, the Chéruvdrtd, of the 25th March, delivers itself as follows :-— 
i thing of beauty has many enemies on earth. It was their fatal 
* of beauty which was the cause of all the sorrows suffered by Tilottama, 


BorDwas SansIvanyi, 


DaINnIK 0 SAMACHAR 
_ HANDRIKA, 


March 28th, 1889, 
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Sita and Helen. The natural beauty of the Happy Valley marks it as a prey 
for sll greedy hunters. The annexation of the Baroda State would have 
cast a stain on the English name without bringing any compensating advan. 
tage. But the case of Cashmere is very different: the mouths of Englishmen 
water at the very mention of the name of Cashmere: and Englishmen, it jg 
well known, heed not dishonour or disgrace where there are prospects of 
gain. Witness theannextion of Burma. The account given of the discovery 
of the alleged treasonable letters appears, upon close examination, to be 4 
very improbable one. The Viceroy is requested not to annex Cashmere, 
The annexation of that State may benefit a few Englishmen, but it will cas 
a deep stain on the English name. | 
85. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 26th March, says that it js q 
aii popular impression in this country;that Govern. 
ment feels very little regard for justice whep 
it finds an opportunity for annexing a native State. It is because they are 
under this impression that the people of this country thought, when they 
heard of the discovery of treasonable letters in Cashmere, that Government 
would annex that State. The existence of such an impression in the minds 
of the people regarding the Government is much to be regretted, and Govern- 
ment should see that this impression is not confirmed or strengthened by its 
action in the Cashmere affair. A Commission, composed of honest and 
independent men, should be appointed to enquire whether or not the letters 
which have fallen into the hands of Colonel Nisbet are genuine. And even 
if the Commission find the Maharajah guilty, Government should do nothing 
without duly considering his past behaviour as well as the behaviour of his 
father and grand-father towards the English Government. The writer 
wishes that no injustice may be done in this matter, and that the reputation 
of Government may in no way be sullied by the action it takes in 
regard to Cashmere. : 
86. The Dainik o Samachar Chandrikd, of the 28th March, says that 
while attempts are being made on the one hand 
int? Meeret of the Cashmere ques- to annex Cashmere, arrangements are also being 
made on the other to station three regiments 
of British troops at the Gilgit pass at the expense of the Maharajah of 
Cashmere. The Government of India has indeed been trying for a long 
time to station English troops at that pass, and an opportunity has now 
resented itself for carrying that intention into effect. What the 
aharajah’s real offence is, and why Colonel Nisbet came to Calcutta with the 
alleged treasonable letters, should now be clear. 
37. The Samaya, of the 29th March, is anxious to know what diree- 
‘ tions the Viceroy has given to Colonel Nisbet 
ashmere. ° 
regarding the future government of Cashmere. 
38. The Sanjtvant, of the 30th March, says that some of the native 
princes are anxious to abolish liquor trafiic 
within their States, but they cannot do so from 
a fear of the British Government. The Gaekwar of Baroda, it is report 
has told an English gentleman that he will be glad to abolish the exci 
trade altogether in his State. Whatever the British Government may do 
within its own territories, it is highly unfair on its part to press the native 
princes to permit a trade in intoxicating articles within their own States. I 
is hoped that the Bombay Government will allow the Gaekwar to exercise bis 
own discretion in this matter. Perhaps the plea of free trade will be raised 
if native princes oppose the extension of Government’s excise policy © 
native States. 
89. ‘The same paper is not inclined to believe the statement of th 
i ites aie Pioneer newspaper that the Viceroy has v 
| proved the appointment of a Ooun 


Liquor traffic in the Native States. 


_ Regency in Cashmere with Colonel Nisbet at its head. Cashmere will lo 
its independence if a Council of Regency is established there, .and.16,4e 
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become & of British territory, There is no reason to dis- 
Sie statement Pr the Pioneer newspaper. The Government is up to 
shis time silent in this very serious matter, and its accredited organ is giving 
ression to its views. Dut an indelible s igma will attach to the name of 
rs British Government if it makes the President virtual ruler of Cashmere 
without making an enquiry in the matter. No one ever heard of so onesided 
a decision as this. But the Pioneer is not satisfied with the proposed 
arrangements. It wants to place the army and the civil administration of 
Cashmere in the hands of English officers. ee 
40, The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 31st March, says that no sensible man 
will ever believe that the Maharajah of 
es Cashmere is guilty of the offence with which 
he has been charged. On the other hand there are strong reasons for 
suspecting Colonel Nisbet of having forged the so-called treasonable letters. 
Government is therefore earnestly requested first to bring Colonel Nisbet 
to trial. It will not be right to try the Maharajah before trying the Resi- 
dent. The English newspapers say that the Maharajah will be deposed. 
Bat the Maharajah should not be deposed for the following reasons :— 


(1).—Because it is not right to deprive any man of his property. __ 
(2).—Because it will not be right to break the treaty existing 
between Cashmere and the English Government. | 


(3).—Because it will be ingratitude in the Government to forget the 
past services of the Maharajahs of Cashmere. 


The dethronement of the Maharajah will alarm all the native princes, 
and they may thus be driven to combine in self-defence. The English 
Government reckons in such. cases upon the weakness of the Indians. But 
it should bear in mind that even in this country of the gentle Hindus, a 
Raj Singh and a Sivaji made their appearance to contend with the Moghul 
Emperors when Moghul oppression became unbearable. But supposing 
there is nothing to fear from the meck Indians, is it right that the strong 
should oppress the weak? Are there not nations against whom the English 
are completely powerless? Will not the English nation disappear from the 
face of the earth if those nations deal with them on the principle of might 
is right? The writer earnestly entreats the English Government not to 
do injustice to the Maharajah of Cashmere. 

41. The Som Prakdsh, of the Ist April, says, that according to 

the Hindu Sastras, Kings are emanations 

le Fiore trainh of Cashmere and from the eight mighty guardian gods of the 

eight quarters, and it is this which gives them 

the power by which all others are overpowered. But how are the mighty 

now fallen! The native princes—all rulers of men—are now insulted by 

anybody and everybody. The Pioneer has had to apologise to Mrs. Spitta for 

eaying that she had sold the letters placed in her husband’s hands by Luchman 

Das. But ithas not thought it necessary to apologise to a great native 
prince whom it has vilely abused. 


V.—Prospects OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


42. A correspondent of he Begeht. of the Bin mg says 
a : that great distress prevails among the ryots 
Mchais'” the Midnepore Khas Of the Midnapore Khas. Mehals. The. inhabi- 
" tants of the village Hajah near Heura. in 
idnapore do not get rice-meals even at-intervals of.one or two days. They 
are living on boiled Gir herb growing in waterlogged places. : 


Som PRaxasz, 
April Ist, 1889. 
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Bscamm, - «48, The same paper draws the attention of the Bengal Govern, 
March 30tb, 1880. ¢ ie to the following account of as seo 
" Distress in the Diamond Harboer Pjiamond Harbour sub-division, which has } 

‘ sub-division. ' | ae eae ° ; 

§ communicated: to it by Bhabasindhu Hean, 
of Ohakitala post office, Mugrahat :— Scarcity prevails in the 4; 
situated within the jurisdiction of the Bankipur Khas Mehals in the Diamond 
Harbour sub-division of the 24-Pergunnahs district. About 250 persons 
are suffering severely: The floods have destroyed even the paddy seed grains 
Relief works have saved the lives of many persons, and suffering is noy 
confined among old and disabled men, women and boys, who are unable t 
do hard manual work. These people will die of starvation if they receive no 
help. But the Deputy Magistrate does not listen to their prayers for relief 
He has personally visited the afflicted tract, but has submitted rose-coloured 
reports to Government about its condition. If ¢uccavé advances are not 
made, the people will be unable to buy paddy seed grains. The tw 
Christian sects residing there are receiving help from their padris, But the 
Hindu and Mahomedan inhabitants have obtained no help from any ong, 
There ia, in fact, none to plead for these poor sufferers before Government, 
The Deputy Magistrate is requested not to conceal the real situation from 
Government, but to personally enquire into the sufferings of the inhabitants 
of = undermentioned villages, men, women, and children who are unable to 
work :— 


Name of village. Females. Males. Boysand ‘Total, 


Chakatala 
Hathanagar 
Maradana 
Katpuddya 
Lukhimkantpur 
Bisseswarpur 
Matarpur 
Bullavpur 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 


yt (<‘( 
lomQomnuan & 


pm 
QO 
co 
vo 


Total 


Rennes 44. A correspondent of the same paper complains of great scarcity of 
Scarcity of water at Chhaigharia in water at Chhaigharia, a village in the Sat 1ra 
the Khulna district. sub-division of the Khulna district. 
Banoasasi, 45. Another correspondent of the same paper says that Madhub- 
Seen ene kati, J vine in the Satkhira aegis of 
The condition of the people of the Khulna district, is surrounded by dense 
Madbobiai inthe Khuoe isnot jungle, and the ravages of tigers, leopards, 
wild boars and other ferocious avimals have made the villagers very uneasy. 
The condition of the village roads is unsatisfactory, and the health of tie 
villagers is also very bad. Malarial fever is raging in the village. 


VI.—MiIscELLANEOUs. 


SAHACHAR, 46. The Sehachar, of the 27th March, says that the speech delivered 

ee by Lord Dufferin at a recent dinner in London 
; is, In every respcet, worthy of the re 

Viceroy. According to his Lordship, the Indians are loyal subjects of the 

Queen of England, and even those who make use of hard words in criticisiDg 

the measures of Government are loyal at heart, for they know too well that 

English rule has given to India whatever is held valuable by man, namely, 


liberty, peace and security of life and property. It is hoped that the editor 
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‘an newspapers like the Pioneer will take note of these .:words 
‘ Ang erin 4 They should bear in mind that the natives of India are 
: much pained when they are called “seditious” as a woman is pained 


is occasionally made use of by writers in the native press: But 
ae paket simply + evn it is not always possible for man to control his 
temper in the heat of a eps controversy or under abuse from an 
spponent. It is also noticeable that it is only the acts of Government that 
we taken exception to in the native press, and that not the smallest hostility 


'; cherished against the Queen’s rule in India. It should also be noted 


gratitude is the greatest of sins. It is true that language not quite 


that though the acts of Government are occasionally discussed, its laws 


wnd orders are always respected and obeyed, and no native writer or speaker 
er advises anyone either to disrespect or infringe them. 

It is therefore the clear duty of the Anglo-Indian writers not to call 
the writers in the Native press disloyal, simply because they differ occa- 
osally from them in their treatment of current political questions. In 
Pogland, for instance, the Tories and the Liberals, though holding diametri- 
cally opposite political views, do not call one another “ seditious.” 

As Lord Dufferin has truly said, when the people of this country 
make any proposal for reform, they do so in the true interest of the empire. 
The Indian empire is a vast edifice: its foundation is laid on the loyalty 
of the people of India. The blood of Indians and of Englishmen is the 
material with which it is built. English law, an impartial administration of 
justice and liberty, are the doors and windows of this stately fabric. And 
the glory of England is its roof. Now this edifice, like all other edifices, 
stands in need of repair. And asin other edifices it sometimes becomes 
necessary to reject old and worn-out beams and rafters, and to rebuild cracked 
walls, s0 it is in the case of this edifice too. This being the case, the men 
who propose repairs to this edifice ought not to be regarded as men who intend 
its destruction. They should be rather regarded as men who intend to give 
itincreased strength and permanence. : 

There are in this country millions of men who have not in all their 
lives seen a single soldier; and-yet no disturbance of the peace of the 
ountry by the people is ever heard of. The people of this country are 
thorougly law-abiding, and look upon the courts as real representatives of 
Hier Majesty herself, and the law is the only weapon they wield or use. Troops 
ate required in. this country only for protecting it from foreign invasion. 
“nshort, English rule in India is, as Lord Dufferin has observed, a unique 
pectacle in the world. No other empire in the world was like this English 
Hapire in India, ever reared with the assistance of the people composing it. 

The people of India know that such liberty as they enjoy under English 
’ is not enjoyed by any country even in Europe, except France. This 
“0g 80, no man, not absolutely run mad, can possibly desire or even wish 
tthe subversion of that rule. What the people of this country want is 
at the favours which have been conferred by England upon her colonies 
ad other dependencies may gradually be pth, Sas upon them too. It 
ny be that they are guilty of a little impatience in making this demand, 
“Utit cannot be just or‘fair to call them “ seditious” on that account. For 
* and will see that, when occasion arises, her loyal Indian sons will 
. a8 much readiness as Englishmen themselves in defending her power 
ok The word ‘sedition ” should be banished from the Anglo-Indian 

ary. 


47. Referring to the proclamation issued by Maharajah Dhuleep 


“ Singh, the Arydvaria, of the 30th March, says 
Ma ‘ g 4 C ry ’ arco, y 
ication!’ Dhuleep Singh's pro that:all his attempts to come over to India 


with the aid of the European powers will fail. 


ghen she 1s called unchaste or unfaithful to her husband. In their view 


ARnYavabta, 
March 30th, 1889. 


Som Prakass, 
April 1st, 1889. 
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48. The Som Prakdsh, of the lst April, says that the exportation of 
| Indian food-grains to foreign countries, th, 
Pret mae increase of luxury among the people, hea 
taxation, and the unduly large salaries of the English officials are the canse, 
of the increasing poverty in India. When the condition of the Indians i 
becoming worse and worse, Government should try to reduce the high salaries 
of its officers. But when Finance Commissions recommend retrenchment, 
it only deprives a few clerks and peons of their posts, leaving all large salaries 
untouched. According to Sir William Wedderburn, India is governed, no 
for the benefit of the Indians, but for the benefit of a few bighly-paid 
civilians and military officers. It is therefore to be hoped that the financigi 
authorities will attend to this matter. : 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 
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The 6th April 1889. 
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